
Table P14. Estimated Price of Motor Fuel and Motor Fuel Taxes, 1970-2001
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1970 0.36 7 4 0.21 9 4
1971 0.37 7 4 0.22 9 4
1972 0.35 7 4 0.22 9 4
1973 0.40 7 4 0.25 9 4
1974 0.54 7 4 0.40 9 4
1975 0.60 7.75 June 1 4 0.41 9.75 June 1 4
1976 0.61 7.75 4 0.42 9.75 4
1977 0.66 8 July 1 4 0.47 10 July 1 4
1978 0.69 8 4 0.49 10 4
1979 0.88 9 July 1 4 0.71 11 July 1 4 2 April 1 01 Jan. 1
1980 1.07 9 4 1.03 11 4 2 0
1981 1.31 9 4 1.20 11 4 2 0
1982 1.30 9 4 1.17 11 4 2 0
1983 1.15 15 July 1 9 April 1 0.99 17 July 1 9 April 1 15 July 1 4 1-Apr
1984 1.16 15 9 1.00 17 15 Aug. 1 15 4
1985 1.16 15 9 0.94 17 15 15 3 Jan. 1
1986 0.90 17 Aug. 1 9 0.95 17 15 17 Aug. 1 3
1987 0.98 20 July 1 9.1 Jan. 1 0.99 20 July 1 15.1 Jan. 1 20 July 1 3.1 Jan. 1
1988 0.99 20 9.1 1.02 20 15.1 20 3.1
1989 1.10 20 9.1 1.13 20 15.1 20 3.1
1990 1.22 20 14.1 Dec. 1 1.28 20 20.1 Dec. 1 20 8.72 Dec. 1
1991 1.19 20 14.1 1.24 20 20.1 20 8.72

1992 1.22 21 July 1 14.1 1.23 21 July 1 20.1 21 July 1 8.72

1993 1.22 24 July 1 18.4 Oct. 1 1.24 24 July 1 24.4 Oct. 1 24 July 1 132 Oct. 1
1994 1.27 27 July 1 18.4 1.24 27.75 July 1 24.4 27 July 1 132

1995 1.25 27 18.4 1.25 27.75 24.4 27 132

1996 1.37 27 18.3 Jan. 1 1.40 27.75 24.3 Jan. 1 27 12.92 Jan. 1
1997 1.37 27 18.4 Oct. 1 1.20 27.75 24.4 Oct. 1 27 132 Oct. 1
1998 1.20 27 18.4 1.31 27.75 24.4 27 132

1999 1.31 27 18.4 1.30 27.75 24.4 27 132

2000 1.60 27 18.4 NA 27.75 24.4 27 132

2001 1.51 27 18.4 NA 27.75 24.4 27 132

1

2 Blends using methanol, and amounts of ethanol between 5.7 and 10 percent, were taxed at lower rates.

Gasohol was not defined in federal tax law until 1979.  Products later defined as gasohol (10 percent ethanol by volume) were taxable as gasoline until 1979.  From 1979 to 1983, gasohol was exempt from 
gasoline tax. Price series data on gasohol were not available.

NOTES: Price is average of all grades, in nominal dollars. Gasoline and diesel prices include state and federal per gallon fuel taxes. All prices except 1984-2001 gasoline prices are derived from the State Energy Price 
and Expenditure Report, which reports prices in $/million Btu. The source document omits federal diesel fuel tax from 1970-82; therefore, the federal tax has been added and is included in the 1970-82 diesel prices listed 
above. See the source document for information on changes over time in the data sources and in the estimation methods used. In particular, note that diesel prices from 1984 forward are estimated as the ratio of the 
PAD IV diesel fuel price to the PAD IV motor gasoline price times the State motor gasoline price, plus federal and state per gallon taxes. PAD IV includes Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Utah and Wyoming.

SOURCES: Gasoline prices for 1984-2001 are from U.S. Department of Energy, Energy Information Administration, Petroleum Marketing Annual,  Refiner/Reseller Motor Gasoline Prices by Grade, Sales to End Users 
Through Company Outlets, annual reports, 1985-2001 (EIA-0487).  All other fuel prices are from U.S. Department of Energy, Energy Information Administration, State Energy Price and Expenditure Report , annual reports 
1970-99 (EIA-0376).  Tax figures are from U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration, Highway Statistics , annual reports 1970-2000.


